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CONTENT AREA(S):  Social Studies 

 

COURSE/GRADE LEVEL(S): Concepts in United States History I / 9
th

 Grade 

 
I. Course Overview 

 
Concepts in US History I is a chronological survey from the pre-colonial period through the late 1800s. The course 

emphasizes the development of basic social studies skills to accommodate students with special academic needs. It 

emphasizes how the United States was influenced by its diverse culture and ethnic groups.  

 

 

II. Units of Study   

 
Unit 1:  European Colonization and Colonial Life 

Unit 2:  Revolutionary America 

Unit 3:  The Constitution and Early America 

Unit 4:  The Era of Good Feelings 

Unit 5:  Jacksonian America 

Unit 6:  Manifest Destiny and Sectionalism 

Unit 7:  The Civil War 

Unit 8:  Reconstruction and Modern America 
 

 

III. Learning Objectives 

 
New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards: 

 
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World 

All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present 

interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and 

skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic 

values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities. 

 
Eras 

Colonization and Settlement 

Revolution and the New Nation 

Expansion and Reform 

Civil War and Reconstruction 

The Development of the Industrial United States 
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6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21
st
 Century 

All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote 

cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an 

interconnected world. 

 

Chronological Thinking 

 Compare present and past events to evaluate the consequences of past decisions and to apply lessons 

learned. 

 Analyze how change occurs through time due to shifting values and beliefs as well as technological 

advancements and changes in the political and economic landscape. 

Spatial Thinking 

 Construct various forms of geographic representations to show the spatial patterns of physical and 

human phenomena. 

 Relate current events to the physical and human characteristics of places and regions. 

Critical Thinking 

 Distinguish valid arguments from false arguments when interpreting current and historical events. 

 Evaluate sources for validity and credibility and to detect propaganda, censorship, and bias. 

Presentational Skills 

 Take a position on a current public policy issue and support it with historical evidence, reasoning, and 

constitutional analysis in a written and/or oral format. 

 

8.1 Educational Technology 

All students will use digital tools to access, manage, evaluate, and synthesize information in order to solve 

problems individually and collaboratively and to create and communicate knowledge. 

 

A. Technology Operations and Concepts 

B. Creativity and Innovation 

C. Communication and Collaboration 

D. Digital Citizenship 

E. Research and Information Literacy 

F. Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making 

 
Common Core State Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and 

Technical Subjects - Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Grades 9-10 

 

Key Ideas and Details 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.1  

Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, attending to such 

features as the date and origin of the information. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.2  

Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary 

of how key events or ideas develop over the course of the text. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.3  

Analyze in detail a series of events described in a text; determine whether earlier events caused later ones 

or simply preceded them. 

 

Craft and Structure 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.4  

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary describing 

political, social, or economic aspects of history/social science. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.5  

Analyze how a text uses structure to emphasize key points or advance an explanation or analysis. 

http://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/standards/6/6-3.htm
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CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.6  

Compare the point of view of two or more authors for how they treat the same or similar topics, including 

which details they include and emphasize in their respective accounts. 

 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.7  

Integrate quantitative or technical analysis (e.g., charts, research data) with qualitative analysis in print or 

digital text. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.8 

 Assess the extent to which the reasoning and evidence in a text support the author’s claims. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.9  

Compare and contrast treatments of the same topic in several primary and secondary sources. 

 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.10  

By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 9–10 text complexity 

band independently and proficiently. 

 

 

Common Core State Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and 

Technical Subjects - Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Grades 9-10 

 
 

Text Types and Purposes 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.1  

Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.1a 

 Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an 

organization that establishes clear relationships among the claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.1b  

Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying data and evidence for each while pointing out the 

strengths and limitations of both claim(s) and counterclaims in a discipline-appropriate form and in a 

manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level and concerns. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.1c  

Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the 

relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and 

counterclaims. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.1d  

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of 

the discipline in which they are writing. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.1e  

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from or supports the argument presented. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.2  

Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ 

experiments, or technical processes. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.2a  

Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information to make important connections and 

distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful 

to aiding comprehension. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.2b  

Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete details, 

quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 
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CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.2c  

Use varied transitions and sentence structures to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and 

clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.2d  

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic and convey a 

style appropriate to the discipline and context as well as to the expertise of likely readers. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.2e  

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of 

the discipline in which they are writing. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.2f  

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation 

presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the topic). 

 
Production and Distribution of Writing 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.4  

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to 

task, purpose, and audience. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.5  

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 

approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.6  

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing 

products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information and to display information 

flexibly and dynamically. 

 
Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.7  

Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated 

question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources 

on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.8  

Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches 

effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the research question; integrate information 

into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format 

for citation. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.9 

 Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

 
Range of Writing 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.9-10.10  

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter time frames (a 

single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
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IV. Essential Questions   
 

Unit 1:  European Colonization and Colonial Life 
 Why did European nations want to colonize North America? 

 Why did people move to North America? 

 Why did the system of African Slavery develop and flourish in North America? 

 

 

Unit 2:  Revolutionary America 
 Were the American colonists justified in their hostility toward British policy? 

 Were the British justified in their actions toward the Americans? 

 How did the colonists win the War for Independence? 

 Did the revolution change American society for the better? 

 

Unit 3:  The Constitution and Early America 
 How should the newly formed United States have been governed? 

 Which is more important:  Constitutional rights or protections? 

 What is the meaning of freedom? Who is entitled to freedom, and on what basis?  

 What is the cost of freedom? Who pays for it? 

 

Unit 4:  The Era of Good Feelings 
 How successful were the Jefferson & Madison administrations in dealing with the foreign and domestic 

issues which faced them? 

 How did industrialization change America? 

 Was change a blessing or a curse during this period? 

 

Unit 5:  Jacksonian America 
 How did Andrew Jackson’s presidency change the United States? 

 Why does Andrew Jackson have an age named after him, when other presidents do not? 

 

Unit 6:  Manifest Destiny and Sectionalism 
 Does the United States have a mission to expand freedom and democracy? 

 Was America destined to rule the continent?  

 Did Manifest Destiny promote or go against American ideals? 

 Was slavery the primary cause of the Civil War? 

 

Unit 7:  The Civil War 
 How did each side try to win the Civil War? 

 Should the South have been treated as a defeated nation or as rebellious states? 

 

Unit 8:  Reconstruction and Modern America 
 Does racial equality depend upon government action? 

 Why did Reconstruction fail? 
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V. Key Performance and Benchmark Tasks 

 
Project-based Assessment 
 Content knowledge and social studies skills demonstrated in mock trials, historic role plays, debates and other project-

based assessments.  Student performance measured against rubrics detailing necessary elements of projects and outlining 

standards of performance for each. 

 
Class participation and graded discussion 
 Content knowledge and social studies skills demonstrated in class dialogue and collaboration in addition to guided 

discussions.  Performance measured against rubrics detailing necessary elements of discussion and outlining standards of 

performance of each. 

 Discussion and analysis demonstrated through participation in online forums discussions and collaborative glossaries 

 

Unit Tests, Formative and Summative Assessments and Final Exam 
 Content knowledge demonstrated on homework, unit quizzes and tests that include elements of traditional assessment 

tools such as short answer, identification questions and descriptive essays. 

 Content knowledge and understanding demonstrated by application of social studies concepts and historical 

understandings in thesis essays and projects. 

 

VI. Instructional Materials 

 
Text Reading Sources 

 
Creating America: A History of the United States  

Jesus Garcia. McDougal Littell, 2007 

 

 

Secondary Source Supplemental Readings and Media: 

 

Reprints of current periodicals and books, teacher-reviewed internet resources, films reviewed by the Social 

Studies Department of Chatham High School, primary sources, visuals, music clips, and teacher-created 

media technologies. 

 


